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Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ,

Thank  you  fo r  you r  l e t t e r  da ted  Janua ry  31 ,  l g8g .  r  am so -v
fo r  a  de lay  i n  send ing  th i s  rep l y  t o  you .

Le t  me  exp la i -n  l i nks  be tween  the  ' Lady  o f  a l l  peop tes '  and
the  wooden  s ta tue  o f  t he  B lessed  Mo the r  i n  Ak i t a .  a  no r the rn
J a p a n e s e  c i t y .

More  than  25  yea rs  ago ,  s r .  Ko táke ,  a  member  o f  a  p ious  un ion
named  "The  rns t i t u te  o f  t he  Handma ids  o f  t he  sac red  Hear t  o f  Jesus
in  t he  Ho l y  Eucha r i s t , "  f e l l  phys i ca l l y  s i ck  and  was  l _a te r  hea led
a f te r  d r i nk ing  wa te r  sen t  f r om Lou rdes .

The  Japanese  s i s te r  f e l t  l i ke  o f f e r l ng  a  new s ta tue  o f  t he
Blessed Mother  Mary in  order  to express her  srat i tude for  her
h e a l i n s .

Another  nun at  the same pious union recommended that  Sr .
Ko take  have  the  s ta tue  o f  t he  ' Lady  o f  a l l  peop les '  ca rved ,  as  t he
nun had read about  "appar l - t ions"  of  the Bl -essed Mother  in  Amsterdam.

Sr .  Ko take  ag reed  to  t he  p roposa l  and  asked  a  Japanese  a r t i s t
to  sculpture a wooden statue by handing over  a drawing of  the
"Lady  o f  a l 1  peop les ' !  t o  h im  as  a  mode l -  f o r  r e fe rence .

Now,  I  w i l l  answer  you r  ques t i on  on  the  p resence  o f  an
o f f i c i a l  ecc les ias t i ca r  necogn i t l on  o f  t he  supe rna tu ra l  cha rac te r
o f  M a r i a n  a p p a r i t i o n s  i n  A k i t a .

r  r ecogn i zed  and  dec la red  the  supe rna tu ra l  cha ra te r  o f  t he
Mar ian  appa r i t i - ons  a t  Ak i t a  a f t e r  10  yea rs  o f  i nves t i ga t i ons  and
ca re fu l  cons ide ra t i ons  as  t he  o rd ina r i us  Loc l  o f  t he  d iocese  o f
N i l ga ta  be fo re  I  r e t i r ed  as  t he  Ord ina ry .

r  es tab l i shed  an  ecc res ias t i ca l  commiss ion  i n  Japan  on  the
bas i s  o f  an  adv i ce  o f  t he  Ho l y  See  to  t he  e f f ec t_

The  commiss ion  a l so  i nves t l ga ted  the  mys te r i ous  even ts  and
recogn i zed  the  supe rna tu ra l  au then t i c i t y  o f  t he  appa r i t i ons  o f
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t he  B lessed  Mo the r  i n  Ak i t a .

rn  Ap r i 1 ,  1984 ,  r  announced  the  supe rna tu ra l  cha rac te r  o f  t he
M a r i a n  a p p a r i t Í o n s  1 n  A k i t a  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f , ' N o r r n a e  S .  c o n g r e g a t i o -
n i s  D .  F .  de  Modo  P rocedend i  i n  d iud i cand i s  p raesup t i s  appa r i t i o -
n ibus  ac  Reve la t i on ibus "  by  i ssu ing  a  pas t ra l  l e t t e r  f o r  ca tho l i c
fa i  th fu ls  .

P lease  read  my  pas to ra l  l e t t e r  whose  F rench  t rans la t i on  i n
i nc luded  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  book  "No t re -Dame D '  Ak i t a "  wh i ch  r  send
by  sepa ra te  pos t .

Ano the r  l i nk  be tween  Mar ian  appa r i t i ons  i n  Ak i t a  and  the
t r l ady  o f  a l f  peop les "  i s  as  f o l l ows :

When  S r .  Agnes  Ka tsuko  Sasagawa  rece i ved  the  f i r s t  o f  Mary ' s
three messages through the wooden statue of  the Blessed Mother  of
Ak i t a  on  Ju l y  6 ,  1973 ,  an  ange l  a l so  appea red  to  he r  and  rec i t ed
the  p raye r  o f  t he  t ' Lady  o f  a f l  peop les "  w i t h  s r .  sasagawa .  p lease
read  the  Page  45  o f  ' lNo t re -Dame D tAk l t a "  i n  o rde r  t o  ob ta i -n  more
de ta i l ed  i n fo rma t i on  on  th i s  po i -n t .

I  d l d  no t  know tha t  i t  i s  f o rb idden  to  v i s i t  t he  chape l  o f
"Lady  o f  a l f  peop les "  and  ce leb ra te  Ho l y  Mass  a t  t he  chape l .  So ,
I  v i s i t ed  t he re  and  ce leb ra ted  Mass  i n  my  p r i va te  capac i t y .  I f
my  v i s i t  had  caused  you  some annoyances ,  p lease  fo rg i ve  me .

Respec t fu l l y  you rs ,
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