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Penal Offense Information about Roman Rota Judge, Msgr. Pio Pinto

l. Basis in Law: Herein, I bring to the Prefect of the Signatura information about offenses of a

judge at the Roman Rota which has semblance of truth (cf l9S3 CIC c.1717 $l).1 Msgr. Pio

Pinto is reported to be a freemason and he is beyond the age allowance for a judge.. The

Supreme Tribunal of the Signatura is competent to hear proceedings against judges of the Roman

Rota (art. 33,40 Legis propriaem H.S.T.).2 From the Promoter of Justice, I request that he

petition for a penal trial to the Prefect of the Signatura. When a Judge at the Roman Rota is the

respondent, art.67 $$1-2 shows that the Prefect of the Signatura does everything which is in the

competence of the Ordinary in promoting and initiating a penal trial, and the Signatura Promoter

of Justice is the petitioner.3 The Signatura, pursuant to Pastor Bonus art.l24,is responsible to

exercise vigilance over the correct administration ofjustice.

2. A freemason cannot be a judge at the Roman Rota because the ministers of canonical

Tribunals must be of good repute, and conspicuous for their good conduct (See c.I42l $3, 1428

' 1983 CIC Can 1717 $1 - Whenever the Ordinary receives information, which has at least the semblance

of truth, about an offence, he is to enquire carefully, either personally or through some suitable person,

about the facts and circumstances, and about the imputability of the offence, unless this enquiry would

appear to be entirely superfluous.
2 Art. 33, 4o Legis propriaem H.S.T. -The Apostolic Signatura adjudicates:" [...] "4o exceptions of

suspicion and other causes against Judges of the Roman Rota on account of acts placed in the exercise

of their office.

' Art. 67 Legis propriaem H.S.T. - $ 1. The Promoter of Justice exercises the role of petitioner in a penal

trial. - $ 2. The Prefect does everything which is in the competence of the Ordinary in promoting and

initiating a penal trial.
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S 2,1435, and 1483).4 If Msgr. Pinto is a freemason or was a freemason, he appears to have

obstinately denied or doubted truths which must be believed by divine and Catholic faith.

Tribunal judges are not permitted to undertake the hearing of a case in which any personal

interest may be involved by reason of marked hostility (cf l9S3 CIC c.1448 $1).s

3. Norms of the Tribunal of the Roman Rota art. 3 shows that someone over seventy-five years

of age cannot be the Dean or a judge.6 Unlike canon 401 $1 requiring a bishop to offer his

resignation that is thereafter taken into account by the Pontiff who makes provisions,T the Rota

Norms say those over the age limit "cease from the function ofjudge" and the Dean "ceases his

function."

4. Facts, in a General Way: Freemasons are hostile against the Catholic faith, are against the

Church, and their principles are irreconcilable with the doctrine of the Church. Msg. Vito Pinto is

listed as a member of the freemasons on the list published by Carmine Pecorelli, a journalist who

collected a purported list of freemasons in the 1970's. Pio Vito Pinto is listed with the date he

was allegedly initiated into Masonry, his code number, and his code name: "PINTO Pio Vito:

21411970 - Matrigola 33T7142 - PIPIVI" (Attached 2-pages).8

4 
1983 CIC Can. l42l 53 - Judges are to be ofgood repute, and possess a doctorate, or at least a

licentiate, in canon law.

Can.1428 $ 2 - The Bishop can approve clerics or lay persons for the role of auditor. They are to be

persons conspicuous for their good conduct, prudence and learning.

Can. 1435 - It is the Bishop's responsibility to appoint the promotor ofjustice and defender of the bond.

They are to be clerics or lay persons of good repute, with a doctorate or a licentiate in canon law, and of
proven prudence and zeal for justice.

Can. 1483 - The procurator and advocate must have attained their majority and be of good repute. The

advocate is also to be a catholic unless the diocesan Bishop permits otherwise, a doctor in canon law or

otherwise well qualified, and approved by the same Bishop.
5 

1983 CIC c. 1448 $ 1 - The judge is not to undertake the hearing of a case in which any personal

interest may be involved by reason of consanguinity or affinity in any degree of the direct line and up to

the fourth degree ofthe collateral line, or by reason ofguardianship or tutelage, or ofclose
acquaintanceship or marked hostility or possible financial profit or loss.

6 Norm of the Roman Rot4 art. 3 
- $ 1. The judges must be priests, of mature age, with a doctorate at

least in utroque iure, and be distinguished for their integrity of life, prudence, and expertise in law. -
$ 2 They cease from the function ofjudge as soon as they reach seventy-five years of age; at the same

time, if they have completed at least twelve years in the office of auditor, they become emeritus. * $ 3

The Dean ceases his function with the completion of seventy-five years of age.
7 

I 983 CIC Can.401 $ 1 - A diocesan Bishop who has completed his seventy-fifth year of age is

requested to offer his resignation from office to the Supreme Pontiff, who, taking all the circumstances

into account, will make provision accordingly.
8 

Source: hffps://en.metapedia.org/wiki/Pecorelli_list
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5. As witnesses to provide proofs, offer expert opinion on the Pecorelli list, and expert opinion

on how to verifu whether Msgr. Pio Pinto is a freemason, I provide these two witnesses:

Mr. John Salza, Wisconsin 53il He resides in

the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. He is the author of Masonry Unmasked: An

Insider Reveals the Secrets of the Lodge published by Our Sunday Visitor in

2006, andWhy Catho'lics Cannot Be Masons published by TAN books in2009

Mr. David L. Gray, P.O. Box 8225, Belleville,lL 62222. He is active in Queen of
Peace Catholic community on Scott Air Force Base in the Diocese of Belleville.

He is the author of Inside Prince Hall,published by Anchor Communications in

2004, and author of articles published on www.DavidGrey.info: Why Catholics

Cannot be Freemasors, published in 2010, and On Roman Catholicism and

Freemasonry in 17.3& published in 2014.

6. During the revising of the 1917 Code, it was decided not to list separately that freemasonry

is a forbidden association. None-the-less, pursuant to 1983 CIC canon 137 4, a person who joins

an association against the Church is to be punished with a just penalty, including interdict if he

takes an office or promotes the association.e On26 November 1983, the Sacred Congregation for

the Doctrine of the Faith, issued their "Declaration on Masonic Associations" approved by the

Pope.

[T]he Church's negative judgment in regard to Masonic association remains

unchanged since their principles have always been considered irreconcilable with

, the doctrine of the Church and therefore membership in them remains forbidden.

The faithful who enroll in Masonic associations are in a state of grave sin and

may not receive Holy Communion.

7 . Msgr. Pio Pinto' s date of birth is publicize d as 29 March I 94 I , so he is seventy-eight years

old. In adherence with the Norms of the Roman Rota, and in vigilant observations of the correct

administration ofjustice, he should cease in his function as judge and Dean.

8. To repair harm done to the public good, if Msgr. Pio Pinto is a freemason, pursuant to canon

1336 $1, 2o,10I ask for a penal process, interdict, and privation, restricting Msgr. Pinto from

e 
1983 CIC c. 1374 -A person who joins an association which plots against the Church is to be punished
with a just penalty - one who promotes or takes office in such an association is to be punished with an
interdict.

t0 
1 983 CIC 1336 $ 1 - Expiatory penalties can affect the offender either forever or for a determinate or an

indeterminate period. Apart from others which the law may perhaps establish, these penalties are as

a
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exercising any named functions in any Tribunal for an indeterminate period of time, until he

publicly renounces any membership in the freemasons and affrrms the Catholic faith.

Respectfully Yours in Christ,

Enclosures

List of Freemasons on list published by Carmine Pecorelli (2-pages)

CC: Most Rev. Christophe Louis Yves Georges Pierre, Apostolic Nuncio to USA

follows:" 1...1*2o deprivation of power, office, function, right, privilege, faculty, favour, title or
insignia, even of a merely honorary nafure.
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Mary’s Advocates found list on https://en.metapedia.org/wiki/Pecorelli_list
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25 November 2019

Most Rev. Christophe Louis Yves Georges Pierre

Apostolic Nuncio

3339 Massachusetts Ave NW

Washington, DC 20008

Your Excellency,

Would you please do me the kindness of forwarding my enclosed letter to Dominique

Frangois Joseph Cardinal Mamberti, Prefect of Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura. I
'bring 

to the Prefect of the Signatura information about offenses of a judge at the Roman Rota.

Respectfully Yours in Christ,

Enclosures

Sealed Envelope for the Signatura

Extra copy of letter for the Nuncio (4 pages) tracking no. 9405503699300175024824

i:
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